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rather than with that of society and the action of their
plays is mental and emotional rather than external.

Religious idealism is revealed in the work of the
French diplomat, Paul Claudel. In The Hostage, set
in the period after the Revolution, the heroine, into
whose care the Pope is committed, can only save his
life by breaking her engagement to the man she loves
and wedding a ruffian, who has killed her parents and
the monks of the abbey where she sought refuge. She
saves her rascally husband from the vengeance of her
former fiance at the cost of her own life and dies without
being able to disclose to him the motives of her self
sacrifice. The same note of abnegation is dominant in
The Tidings brought to Mary, in which Violaine, who has
contracted leprosy from a kiss of forgiveness and been
ousted from her lover's affections by her sister, withdraws
to a life of devotion in the forest. There, long after,
she performs the miracle of raising her sister's child from
the dead by breathing into it hej: own pure spirit. Only
as she dies does her former lover learn of her innocence
and devotion. Both plays are set down in free verse and
beautifully rhythmic prose.

The Belgian, Maurice Maeterlinck, born in 1862,
shows in much of his work a like idealism. He began
with romantic plays, akin to Arthurian legend, but fraught
with a sense of impending doom. Other plays, dealing
mainly with the approach of death are a mixture of
fantasy and symbolism. Pelleas and Melisande is a
dramatised fairy tale with a tragic ending. In Monna
Vanna the characters, for the first time in Maeterlinck's
writing, are realistic. The period is that of Renaissance
Italy and the problem to be solved whether a wife is
j ustified in sacrificing her honour to save a starving city.
Maeterlinck implied an affirmative answer, but revised
his view in his Biblical drama Mary Magdalene, in
which a Roman tribune offers to save Jesus from execution
if she will yield herself to him. But she refuses, since